Transcatheter valve interventions: playground for cardiologists or cardiac surgeons? The surgeon's view.
The field of catheter based valve intervention is neither an interventional cardiologist nor a cardiac surgeon's playground - but rather is a shared space. Optimal clinical outcomes will be obtained by clinicians from both of these backgrounds working collaboratively, not just in planning and decision making but also in the implantation of these devices. This will become even more important as one goes down the spectrum of risk into intermediate or lower risk patient populations.